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This edition of our newsletter has as its theme "Renewal." Spring is a 

time for great renewal and growth, when after their long winter's sleep, 
we watch plants come to life again. Easter brings the Resurrection of 

Jesus, the powerful proclamation that all things are made new by God 
and everything is renewed in Christ. 

 

 
 
The South Gate’s New Interim Moderator 

 
 
On March 1, 2022 we were pleased to welcome The Rev. Steve Baldry, 
current minister at MacNab Street Presbyterian Church, as our new 
Interim Moderator.  Steve was born and raised in Peterborough, the 
youngest of six children. Before coming to MacNab (2015-present), Steve 
served at Philpott Memorial Church and Chedoke Presbyterian Church – 
both in Hamilton. He has worked as a Youth Pastor, Christian Education 
Director, Associate Minister and Senior Minister. His education includes a 
Masters of Divinity from Tyndale University College, and a Masters of 
Theological Studies from Knox College. He was ordained in 1985. 
Welcome Rev. Baldry! 

 
 

 

Dear Congregation at The South Gate,  

Thanks for the opportunity to be a part of your ministry as Interim Moderator. Although I am 
new to The South Gate, I share a very important, indirect connection with the congregation. 
Let me explain. When I became a Minister of Word and Sacrament at MacNab (my first time 
in this position with the PCC), I was asked if I would like someone to mentor me. My answer: 
“Yes, as long as it is Bob Geddes!” I was most fortunate that Bob agreed to be my mentor 
and I have enjoyed sitting under his encouragement and wisdom for over 6 years now. Each 
year I have been at MacNab, (pre-Covid), I have invited Bob to come and preach one 
Sunday, and I hope that we can resume this tradition when we return to the “new normal.” 
So, I feel a little bit of a connection that my mentor is one of your former ministers! 

April’s “News from the Pews” topic of Renewal is a very important one.  Often, we think of 
renewal in terms of being recipients; and rightly so! Titus 3:5 tells us that we are saved 
according to God’s mercy “through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” But 
we are also agents of renewal because God’s Holy Spirit indwells us and works through us to 
bring renewal to this world. Renewal, then, is about both receiving from God and giving to 
others. Let’s remember that we need both to be a healthy church!  

Blessings on you all!  - Steve 
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The Spring Renewal 

 

As the days grow longer and the snow disappears 
As we welcome spring the new season of the year 
Spring brings new life with its splendour and might 

Dark days gone and lots of hours of sunlight 
 

We can feel the warmth as winter days pass 
The brown earth goes away to expose the green grass 

The plants poke their heads up it's time to start blooming 
And time for us to start feeding and grooming 

 
In our faith the dark days we know with trepidation 
As we remember bitter days of His cruel crucifixion 

Three days of great sorrow but, comfort we are given 
With the knowledge that on the third Our Savior is risen 

 
We sing Hallelujah, hallelujah our faith is renewed 

We are sure that our Risen Lord is here, for all good 
We praise and adore and give thanks to Him above 
As we find our renewal, as He sends down His love 

 
by mip (Moira Paterson) 
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A Tribute to a Special Lady–by Molly Shannon 

 
We’ve all heard of a one-man band. It usually finds a solitary 
musician with a variety of instruments strapped to his body. While 
he blows, strums, and moves various limbs, happy music is made. 
 
At South Gate, one woman’s effort, for over ten years, made News 
from the Pews (NFTP) possible. Dee Robertson single handedly, 
did the many jobs required to make our newsletter a reality. She 
asked for submissions, sometimes having to constantly remind 
people to meet deadlines. She found stories and poems to help fill 
pages. Announcing birthdays, anniversaries and keeping us up to 
date on those in need of prayer, also became part of her work. 
Dee’s devoted husband, Pat, took photos of all significant church 
events, so that Dee could add pictures to tell visual stories. Once 
things were compiled, Dee saw that everything was typed up and 
that the issue went to a printer to be collated. At one point in time, Dee used name labels to go on 
each copy, so she would know who had picked up the newsletter. For the ones left, she made sure 
they got delivered. Many a Sunday, Dee stood at the back of the sanctuary with her friendly smile, 
handing out copies as people entered the church.  
   
One thing in life that is inevitable is change and changes have happened with NFTP.  During the 
pandemic, members of the Communications Committee, of which Dee is a long-standing member, 
started to get involved with the publication. Gradually, NFTP transitioned to become a team effort. 
With no in-person worship, the committee decided to distribute NFTP online. This enabled the 
addition of colour photos and clip art, that would be cost prohibitive if printed. Those in the 
congregation, who are not online, still received a hard copy sent by Canada Post and each edition of 
the newsletter is posted on our website. 
 
The people of South Gate owe a huge debt of gratitude and appreciation to Dee, for her tireless, solo 
work over so many years. The warmth of her personality shone through in every edition. The 
Communications Committee is fortunate to have Dee as a continuing member of the committee. We 
look forward to her contributions to our work, most especially News from the Pews. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

4 | P a g e  

 

 
Letter to the Congregation of The South Gate Church–Mary Pomfret 

The Session of The South Gate Church thanks the members of the Futures Committee for their hard 
work.  This committee has worked closely with and has been guided by members of Presbytery, the 
Rev. Cathy Stewart, Anne Forsyth and the Rev. Janice Doyle and our initial Interim Moderators, the 
Rev. John Read and the Rev. Curtis Bablitz.  The Futures Committee met for many months and 
considered many options for the future. Members of the committee attended different services on 
Zoom starting in the summer of 2020, and have met with groups from the Sessions of different 
churches.  In December 2021 the committee recommended to The South Gate Session, that The 
South Gate Presbyterian Church congregation invite Trinity Presbyterian Church congregation into 
active discernment about amalgamating the two congregations.  Following approval at Session, in 
December 2021 the Session of The South Gate Church invited the Session of Trinity Church to 
consider exploring the possibility of amalgamating the two congregations. The Session of Trinity 
Church accepted this invitation. 

The two Sessions now invite both congregations into a time of ‘’getting to know you.’’  We are 
planning different ways for the two congregations to meet, including shared worship, facilitated 
conversations, perhaps some social events (COVID-19 protocols allowing) 

After a few months (maybe three depending on COVID) each congregation will be polled on whether 
they feel this would be a fruitful union and would like to enter into formal “talks” (negotiation of an 
agreement) to amalgamate. These talks will focus on formulating a Basis of Union, which includes 
details around finances, leadership, assets, and buildings.  Each congregation will choose a few 
people to serve on an Amalgamation team. The Presbytery needs to approve this entry into formal 
conversation. 

If and when a Basis of Union is finalized, it will come to each congregation for a formal vote. A 
decision to amalgamate needs approval from Presbytery and from the National Commission on 
Assets. 

Anywhere in the process, either congregation may want to hold its own conversations to talk about 
this process further. 

What is the Presbyterian Church in Canada policy for the Amalgamation of Congregations?   

For information on what the National Church has to say about Amalgamation, see: 
https://presbyterian.ca/wp-content/uploads/Policy-for-the-Amalgamation-or-Dissolution-of-
Congregations-Jan-2020.pdf ) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://presbyterian.ca/wp-content/uploads/Policy-for-the-Amalgamation-or-Dissolution-of-Congregations-Jan-2020.pdf
https://presbyterian.ca/wp-content/uploads/Policy-for-the-Amalgamation-or-Dissolution-of-Congregations-Jan-2020.pdf
https://presbyterian.ca/wp-content/uploads/Policy-for-the-Amalgamation-or-Dissolution-of-Congregations-Jan-2020.pdf
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The South Gate & Trinity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP:  
SOUTH GATE & TRINITY 

April 10 at 10 am 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE:  
SOUTH GATE–April 14 at 7 pm 

  

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE:  
TRINITY– April 15 at 10 am 

 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES:  
SOUTH GATE & TRINITY 

April 17 at 10 am 
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Trinity In-person Worship – Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Proof of vaccination must be shown and masks are to be worn. Ushers will continue to actively screen those 
entering the sanctuary. Our capacity limit will be 50%. We will attempt to seat every 2nd pew and provide 
extra masks for those who wish them. For those unable to attend in person, please watch the live streaming 
of the worship service each Sunday 10:00 a.m. or on Trinity’s YouTube channel at your convenience. 

The South Gate In-person and Live Zoom Worship – Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Zoom will continue as long as someone is available to staff the camera. We ask that you stay home if you are 
not well, use the Covid self-screening questions before leaving your house and be prepared to confirm before 
entering the church, wear your mask at all times (masks are available if you don’t have one), bring your proof 
of two vaccinations documentation. Only the front door on Clarendon Ave will be open. Hand sanitizer will be 
available. Social distancing is necessary; please sit in only designated seats. The elevator is not available. 

Trinity Virtual Prayer Group - Wednesdays 7:30 - 8:00 p.m.  https://tinyurl.com/TPCPG 
To submit a Prayer request, please contact trinitypcprayer-group@gmail.com 

The South Gate Prayer Chain - Email Teresa Robson at southgatechurch@rogers.com to submit prayer 
requests. 

Trinity Bible Study - Bible for Doubters: Thursdays 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Join this weekly bible study by reaching out to our minister at trinity.minister@rogers.com and sharing the 
name and email address with which you wish to be registered. Please send us an email if you would like 
more information. 

The South Gate Virtual Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Special Lenten Bible Study 

Trinity Ladies Group - Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. (in person) 

The South Gate Ladies Virtual Group – Knit n 9 - Alternate Mondays at 7:00 pm (handcrafts and 
socializing) 

Trinity Men's Group - Fridays at 10:00 a.m. (in person)  

The South Gate Virtual WMS Group: First Tuesday every month at 1:30 pm (worship, study and socialize) 

Trinity Fellowship & Coffee Time every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  We look forward to seeing you at our 
Virtual Coffee time https://tinyurl.com/TrinityCoffeeTime. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

Sunday, March 27, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. – Rev. Matthew Lingard preached at The South Gate worship 
service. Following the service, there was a Q & A session where members of the congregation had the 
opportunity to ask questions of The South Gate Futures Committee team members, as well as Rev. Lingard 
and Liz LaForme (via Zoom) from Trinity. 

MAY & JUNE - joint social events - Public Health restrictions will determine type of event; hopefully in person 

June (end of the month) – INITIAL VOTE ON POSSIBLE AMALGAMATION BY BOTH 
CONGREGATIONS 

https://tinyurl.com/TPCPG
https://tinyurl.com/TPCPG
mailto:trinitypcprayer-group@gmail.com
mailto:southgatechurch@rogers.com
mailto:trinity.minister@rogers.com
https://tinyurl.com/TrinityCoffeeTime
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Thoughts About Renewal–compiled by Molly Shannon  
 

It seems like everything sleeps in winter, but it’s really a time of renewal 
and reflection. ~~Elizabeth Camden. 
 

There can be no renewal of our relationship with nature without a 
renewal of humanity itself. ~~Pope Francis. 
 

We shall find renewal in rest. ~~Lailah Gifty Akita. 
 

Renewal is not just innovation and change. It is also the process of 
bringing the results of change into line. ~~John W. Gardner.  
 

By reading the scriptures I am so renewed that all nature seems renewed 
around me and with me. The sky seems to be a pure, a cooler blue, the trees a deeper green. The whole 
world is charged with the glory of God and I feel fire and music under my feet. ~~Thomas Merton. 
 

Keeping the Sabbath day holy is much more than just physical rest. It involves spiritual renewal and 
worship. ~~James E. Faust. 
 

Every day is a renewal, every morning the daily miracle. This joy you feel is life. ~~Gertrude Stein.  
 

To cherish what remains of the Earth and to foster its renewal is our only legitimate hope of survival. 
 ~~Wendell Berry. 
 

Life depends on change, and renewal. ~~Patrick Troughton. 
 

Our words can lead us down a path of renewal and increased personal fulfillment. ~~Sandra Marinella. 
 

Renewal requires opening yourself up to new ways of thinking and feeling. ~~ Deborah Day.  
 

We must always change, renew, rejuvenate ourselves; otherwise, we harden. ~~J. Wolfgang von Goethe. 
 

Reading refreshes as well as renews the mind. ~~Lailah Gifty Akita. 
 

Change and renewal are themes in life, aren't they? We keep growing throughout life. ~~Susan Minot. 
 

Problems can be experienced as a chance for renewal rather than stress. ~~Marilyn Ferguso. 
 

The key to continual and deeper spiritual renewal and revival is the continual re-discovery of the gospel. 
~~Timothy Keller. 
 

If you are renewed by grace, and were to meet your old self, I am sure you would be very anxious to get 
out of his company. ~~Charles H. Spurgeon 
 

Easter is meant to be a symbol of hope, renewal and new life. ~~Janine di Giovanni  
 

When we complain of having to do the same thing over and over, let us remember that God does not send 
new trees, strange flowers and different grasses every year. When the spring winds blow, they blow in the 
same way. In the same places the same dear blossoms lift up the same sweet faces, yet they never weary 
us. When it rains, it rains as it always has. Even so would the same tasks which fill our daily lives put on 
new meanings if we wrought them in the spirit of renewal from within--a spirit of growth and beauty. 
~~Helen Keller 
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Renewing a Life Through Courage—by Kathryn Shanley 

 
I stopped asking why and started asking myself, How can I make a 
difference? What can I do to turn this absolutely horrific reality into 
something that helps people?  -- Kaleb Dahlgren from Crossroads 
                                  
Since I’m usually the passenger when I’m in a car, I have plenty of time 
to gaze out the window and let my mind wander. But my daydreaming 
stops when I see weathered wooden crosses carefully placed at the 
side of a road, faded but not forgotten. Crosses to honour the memory 
of lost loved ones tragically taken too soon. A group of crosses at a 
rural intersection in Nipawin, Saskatchewan marks the spot where 
sixteen people lost their lives and thirteen were injured on a bus 
headed for a junior hockey playoff game. A bus filled with young 

hockey players with promising futures—the Humboldt Broncos.  

On April 6, 2018, the Bronco’s bus collided with a tractor trailer that failed to stop at an intersection. I 
remember hearing about the deadly crash on the news and thought about how devastating it must be for 
the families. Heart-wrenching candlelight vigils and photos of the young victims were broadcast on every 
network. Like most major news stories, as time passes, they’re no longer frontpage news. But for the 
victims and families, they’re left to pick up the pieces and try to make sense of their new reality. 

Twenty-year-old assistant captain of the Humboldt Broncos, Kaleb Dahlgren, was on that fateful bus with 
his teammates playing cards, listening to music, and horsing around like they’d done a dozen times 
before. But that bus ride would end like no other, never reaching its destination. After the crash, Kaleb 
woke up five days later in hospital with multiple cuts, broken bones, including his neck, and a severe 
brain injury. His parents, both nurses, kept vigil by his bedside alongside other parents who held the 
hands of their critically injured children. 

To help himself heal and maybe help other people struggling to stay strong, Kaleb wrote a book last year 
called, Crossroads telling his story of that ill-fated day and his journey forward, including his lifelong 
experience with type 1 diabetes. He suffered through the pain of his injuries with determination and true 
grit. The medical community told Kaleb he shouldn’t be functioning at the level he was with his type of 
brain injury. Even his numerous brain scans couldn’t support his exceptional recovery. But the final blow 
for Kaleb came when his doctors told him he’d never play hockey again—a game he’d loved since 
childhood. 

Kaleb never gave up. He had hopes. He had dreams. He had courage. Already defying the odds, he 
wasn’t letting go of his future. He worked hard to overcome the obstacles of his challenging new world. 
He visited his fellow teammates in different hospitals, attended fundraisers, gave interviews, helped kids 
struggling with their diabetes, went to university, and got back on a bus to travel with his York University 
hockey team. 

God wants us to keep going. To not give up. To trust in Him. The Bible says, “I am strong and 
courageous. I am not afraid or discouraged, because the Lord my God is with me to help me fight my 
battles.”—2 Chronicles 32:7-8.  God leads us through difficult times in our lives. I love the story of David 
and Goliath. Your adversary may be big, but the power of Christ is bigger. 

I’m glad I read Crossroads. I follow Kaleb on Instagram and he shared a picture of himself and his 
buddies taken at Tim Hortons NHL Heritage Classic game in Hamilton while the game was on. I was 
watching too but on TV.  The picture made me smile. He looked happy and having fun, just like a young 
man should with a bright future ahead of him. 

 

***In the face of extreme challenges and setbacks, one can either give up, or be determined to 
overcome. Kaleb was certainly able to renew his life through courage.  

To learn more about Kaleb Dahlgren visit www.kalebdahlgren.com 

http://www.kalebdahlgren.com/
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From the Scriptures at Easter–submitted by Dee Robertson 
 

Mark 15: 29-40 

Those who passed by mocked him, shaking their heads and saying,  
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 

 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 

 Likewise the chief priests, and the scribes mocked Him among themselves saying,  
“He saved others; He cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel,  

come down from the cross, that we may see and believe.”  
Even those who were crucified with him reviled Him. 

When it was noon, there was darkness over the whole land until three o’clock in the afternoon.  
At that hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice saying, 
 “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated,  

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 

 When some of the bystanders heard this, they said, “Listen, He is calling for Elijah!”  

 Then someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and offered it 
 to Him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see if Elijah will come to take him down.”  

 

 Then Jesus cried out with a loud voice and breathed His last.  

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. When the centurion,  
who stood facing him, saw that Jesus cried out like this and breathed His last, he said,  

“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene,  
and Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses,  

and Salome, who followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee, 
and many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 

Galatians 6: 14 

“God forbid that I should boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
By which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 
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Renewal…Of Our Planet—by The Rev. Bob Geddes 

When I was asked to provide another submission for the South Gate 
Newsletter, it came with a request from someone to share some 

thoughts on climate change. This struck me as a bit daunting, as that topic is currently taking a back 
seat to concerns about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and our slow climb out of the Pandemic with its 
Ottawa sideshow (sorry, I can’t bring myself to call it a peaceful protest). But of course, the climate 
change issue is not going to fade away quite like a pandemic, and regrettably, who knows how the 
Ukraine situation will end, though we live in hope. Through all of this, I know we strive for a Christian 
response. Besides, with this issue’s theme of “Renewal” what could be more encompassing than 
renewal of the planet itself. 

I believe we can use a response to climate change which has some broad application to how we 
address the other aforementioned issues of current concern. This article is therefore 
more in the form of a book review. The book is: “Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s 
Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World” (One Signal Publishers: 2021). It is 
written by one of my heroes, Katharine Hayhoe. Here is just a bit about Katharine. 
She is a Canadian, married to an American evangelical minister (author and speaker 
in his own right) and located in Lubbock, Texas. She received her B.Sc. at the 
University of Toronto, and her graduate degrees at the University of Illinois. She is 
likely the best-known climate scientist in the world at present. She is chief scientist for 
the Nature Conservancy, an endowed professor with two positions at Texas Tech 
University, one of Time magazine’s 100 most influential people, climate ambassador 
for the World Evangelical Alliance, and much more. On a personal note, I have met Katharine a couple 
of times, and even got to preach in her presence (when the other minister didn’t show up!). I would 
suggest that she has a disarming smile, tough skin and an overwhelming positive attitude.  

All of her professional and personal gifts are put to good use in her book. You may not be surprised that 
with her current environment (oil focused Texas), she shares that she has been called a “communist, 
libtard, lunatic, Jezebel, liar and whore; high priestess of the climate cult, and handmaiden to the 
Antichrist” (!). She shares how she copes with such pronouncements, deriving strength from the fact that 
she can counter these appellations with “I’m Canadian”. Such name calling seems to be a manifestation 
of our socio-political times, and Hayhoe uses much of the book to let people know it doesn’t have to be 
that way. In so doing, she presents an alternative approach; one that looks for common ground, one that 
is based on biblical and Christian principles, and one that is rooted in forgiveness and a love for God’s 
creation. She also makes clear the economic costs of not doing anything about climate change. She 
notes that her immersion into climate change (from astronomy) came from some elective courses at the 
U of T, and her realization that it is primarily going to impact the poor and dispossessed most severely. 
As a Christian, she deemed it was her duty to mitigate that reality. It remains what drives her. 

She notes that much of her approach is inspired by an experience at a West Texas Rotary Club 
luncheon where she was a speaker. She noticed a banner concerning “The Four Way Test” to assess 
what we say, think or do: One, is it TRUTH, two, is it FAIR to all concerned, three, will it build 
GOODWILL, four, will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? Katharine skipped the opening lunch to 
restructure her talk. Is it truth? - well, Katharine summarized 26,000 lines of evidence. Is it fair? 
Absolutely not – not only to the poor, but she hit a chord with the farmers in the audience as well. Is 
there goodwill and is it beneficial? Absolutely. Katharine shared, as she does throughout her book, all 
the goodwill and economic benefit that comes from climate solutions. 

 
(continued…) 
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Throughout the book Katharine shares many specific details and projects. I could share some of the 
indisputable facts that she lays out, but it is better to do that in the context of the book itself. She shares 
a host of personal anecdotes and stories which makes the book quite readable.  

While the book is written for a general audience, Hayhoe does not shy away from her Christian 
influences. She was raised in a teaching missionary family, and relates some of that experience. There 
are biblical references throughout. She shares her experience of talking things out with her minister 
husband, originally quite skeptical of climate concerns. 

The book is also very current, and it starts out with the context of the pandemic, and how, as with 
climate change, the “atmosphere” has been politicized. I found her addressing of this issue particularly 
helpful, and while it is strong on the American situation, the Canadian socio-political scene is brought in 
as well. There is one paragraph right in the middle of the book which sums up the issue as a current 
concern. “The bottom line is this: climate change is not only a science issue. It is not “just” an 
environmental issue. It is a health issue, a food issue, a water issue, and an economic issue. It’s an 
issue of hunger, and of poverty, and of justice. It’s a human issue” (pg.128). 

For those who might be looking for a summary of “What can we do?”, it is important to understand such 
solutions within the full nuances of the book itself. As Katharine did a number of media interviews this 
past fall in promoting the book, (including CBC Radio’s “The Current”, and TV’s Stephen Colbert), I 
would suggest tracking some of these down for a summary right from the author’s own voice. Perhaps 
some of you already follow her own podcasts and social media posts. They are prolific!  Needless to 
say, I recommend this book. As a bit of a teaser, I will leave you with the subtitles of the final chapter, 
which is entitled “You Can Make a Difference”: Why You Matter, What I Do, Why Talking Matters, Bond, 
Connect, and Inspire, Finding Hope and Courage. 

One of the real values of the book is my discovery that Katharine’s approach to a complex and divisive 
issue such as Climate Change, can be applied to a variety of challenges that currently confront us, and 
have us continually asking “What is the Christian response?”. Her approach to publicizing climate 
change concerns, rooted as she is in the heart of oil country, is in itself, a model of renewal in our times.  

Wishing you all a blessed Easter,  
Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

To hear and see more about Katharine Hayhoe’s studies of 
what climate change means to us, in the places where we live, 
click on this Ted Talk Link. 

 
A CCL Conversation with Dr. Katharine Hayhoe About "Saving 
Us" will take you to an “exclusive one hour conversation with 
our favorite climate communicator about her new book!” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/speakers/katharine_hayhoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ClzS49vj9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ClzS49vj9E
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Renewal Within the Presbytery of Hamilton–from Brenda Podio 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

Renewal is a process that is hard but it is necessary to grow and prosper. The past few months that I 
have served as Moderator of the Presbytery of Hamilton have been challenging, but also very 
rewarding. I have seen firsthand the transitions and renewals in many of our churches and I have had 
the opportunity to be involved in the workings and lives of congregations throughout the Presbytery. I 
have had the honour of representing the Presbytery in a decommissioning service at the closing of 
Knox Presbyterian Church in Port Dover and in a service of recognition for Rev. Dr. Nick Athanasiadis 
as he began his Interim Ministry at Central Presbyterian Church. 

As we begin to come through the past two years of COVID, one thing that is apparent throughout the 
Presbytery is that many congregations are going through renewal in one form or another. Renewal 
throughout the Presbytery can be seen in new programing and ministries, selling buildings, finding 
new relationships with other churches both within and outside of our denomination. The South Gate is 
not alone in this endeavour.  

Over the past year or so, we have seen Knox Port Dover close and members of the congregation 
move forward with various other congregations in the community; Knox Jarvis moved into an 
ecumenical relationship with a United church in the area; New Westminster is in the process of 
finalizing an amalgamation with Cheyne Presbyterian Church and Knox Dundas has sold their 
building and are working on a new plan to move forward in their community. Others still are seeking 
new ways to continue ministry, or are just surviving until the money runs out. All of these 
congregations have one thing in common, a love for God and a desire to bring God’s kingdom to our 
neighbourhoods. 

As we enter the next few months of “getting to know” the folks at Trinity, my prayer for the South Gate 
congregation is that we embrace this new phase in our ministry and see it as an opportunity to get 
involved in whatever way we can.  That can be in prayer and encouragement, attending worship, or 
helping to plan events. Every member of the congregation has a place in the process and in the new 
mission and ministry that we can build with our friends on the “Mountain”. We are all here for one 
thing: to listen for God’s plan for the future and know that He still has work for us to do in our 
community. 

 

 

From Ken and Brenda Podio--We want to thank our South Gate 

friends and family for your support during the past few months. All your 
kind words, cards, emails, phone calls and prayers were a great comfort 
during Ken’s illness. It has been a difficult winter, but Ken is getting 
stronger and we are looking to brighter days in the near future. Peace and 
Blessings. 
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The following was received from the PCC’s National Office. This is a condensed version of the letter. 
To read it in its entirety click here.  
 
Dear Friends at South Gate Presbyterian Church, 
 
Every year, Presbyterians across Canada faithfully respond to God’s call by supporting mission and 
ministry through The Presbyterian Church in Canada with gifts of time, money and prayer. Together 
we equip congregations, start new faith communities, support international partners, empower youth, 
encourage new ministers, equip theological students, support Indigenous ministries, respond to 
emergencies, break cycles of poverty, pursue justice—and so much more. 
  
Thank you for South Gate’s donation of $11,766 to Presbyterians Sharing. Your church’s 
commitment to Christ’s continued mission and ministry through the church is vital to the work that we 
dream of doing together when we gather at our General Assembly. 
  
When we put our gifts into God’s hands, God does remarkable things. Congregations and individuals 
across Canada, the Women’s Missionary Society, Atlantic Mission Society and others gave over $9.9 
million to PCC ministries in 2021, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in Canada and around the 
world. The impact of each dollar has been multiplied by government funds, where possible, and by 
the many hours contributed by volunteers, staff and committees. 
  
Despite the challenges of 2021, The PCC continued to share God’s message of hope and love.  We 
responded to emergencies and helped combat chronic poverty 
  
Through a network of partners and relief agencies around the world, and with some government 
matching funds, we helped vulnerable people recover from disasters and access food, shelter and 
medical care.   
 
PWS&D’s programs helped people access food, education, health services, sustainable livelihoods 
and human rights. Food, housing, sanitation and support to rebuild livelihoods was provided to those 
whose lives were devastated by natural disasters and conflict in places around the world. 
  
These good news stories are possible because of your faithful support. 
  
We celebrate the gifts of time, money and prayer that congregations across Canada share with 
people around the world and we  look forward to working with you in 2022 and into the future. 
 
In Christ, 
Karen Plater, Associate Secretary, Stewardship, Planned Giving, Life and Mission Agency, 
Maggie Leung, Gifts and Database, Stewardship & Life Mission.  

 

 

https://presbyterian.ca/2022/03/18/thank-you/
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The Children’s Garden–The Rev. Konnie Vissers, Clerk of the Presbytery of Hamilton  

 
I am writing this letter on behalf of The Children’s Garden, to connect with churches in the hope of 
developing an ongoing partnership. The Children’s Garden is a new initiative, on Hamilton Mountain in 
2022, to cultivate a plot of city park space and repurpose it to create a community garden dedicated to 
feeding children and families. 

 
One of my hopes is to connect and partner with local churches as a 
springboard for engaging the community with the vision of every child in 
Hamilton having access to fresh food. Additionally, as a Research Fellow 
at Emmanuel College—University of Toronto, I am considering the ways 
that children’s spirituality functions through practices such as gardening, 
which might act to strengthen their resilience. I hope that you will consider 
partnering in this effort to reach our community and provide sustainable, 
healthy food for little ones and families.  

 
Prayer: The first and most important thing we are asking from congregations in partnering, is prayer. We 
hope that you will uphold the garden in prayer, and that each child who enters the garden might 
encounter loving individuals, who embody the love of Christ in the community. Please pray for a bountiful 
harvest, ongoing support from the City of Hamilton, friendly neighbours, caring volunteers, and for each 
child/family who enters the garden. Please pray also that the garden will have a tangible impact on food 
equity and the resilience of the surrounding community. Pray that this initiative does not stop here, but 
continues to grow and flourish, so that more children touched by hunger, might instead be touched by 
community, growth, sustenance, and fullness of life.  
 
Tools/Equipment: One of the major costs to starting up a community garden is the tools. We are 
looking for donations from community members and congregants, who have used gardening/agriculture 
equipment that they no longer need. This includes shovels, rakes, hoes, a wheelbarrow, watering cans, 
seeding trays, pots, water barrels, and things like untreated lumber for borders and fencing. There is a 
complete wish list. 
 
Volunteers: The biggest ask we are making is that churches consider taking a volunteer shift bi-weekly. 
Ideally, we will have twelve churches involved in this, which would give each church one day every other 
week to staff the garden with volunteers. Volunteers and coordinators will receive training, but the main 
task Tuesday-Thursday will be maintaining a watering, weeding, harvesting schedule, and Friday-
Sunday will be cultivating relationships with families and children who visit the garden during its “open” 
hours. Mondays, the garden will have a Sabbath rest—land needs a break too!  
 
Donations: We will be accepting financial donations to cover the cost of fencing, a shed and rainwater 
barrels, and the ongoing cost of insurance coverage for the garden. There are additional start-up and 
annual costs including seeds, additional soil amendments, plant starts, etc. Please see our wish list of 
items that we cannot find used. But ideally, we would like to find as many used items as possible. 
 
Thank you sincerely for considering this partnership. I am happy to come and speak to your Session via 
Zoom, or to the church on a Sunday morning, if you are interested in talking further about this possibility.  

 
What could be a better sign of Renewal than a garden? If you’d like to 
help with this initiative, please let Mary Pomfret know.  A full proposal, 
that goes into further details, can be sent to interested people. 
FYI:   The garden will be established at Fonthill Park (see picture at 
left), on Wendover Dr. It is located on the mountain, just west of Upper 
Paradise, between Mohawk Rd. and the Linc.                       
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Renewal is Many Things–by Heather James 
 

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” – Proverbs 4:23 
 
Starting something new can be many things.  It can be exciting – going on a trip somewhere you have 
never been before, seeing new sights, attractions, beautiful scenery, historical buildings, blue ocean 
waters.  It can be a time of joy – the birth of a child or the bringing together of two hearts in a 
wedding.  It can be apprehensive when starting a new job or a new school, moving to a new city. But 
the reward of embarking on these new adventures often far outweighs the fear.    
 
The changing seasons are often a time for renewal.  Spring brings warmer weather, birds chirping 
and flowers blooming.  And makes many of us feel like we can start something new after a winter of 
hibernation.  Fall is another season that some feel is an opportunity to rejuvenate.  Teachers and 
students are starting a new school year and many people are back to work after taking summer 
vacations.  And of course, the start of another new year has us thinking about New Year’s 
resolutions. 
 
The pandemic has forced many of us to try new things whether we wanted to or not.  Everyone, 
except for essential workers, was forced to work from home (if the person was able), or not work at all 
in the spring of 2020.  We had to find new ways of working, connecting, playing, relaxing, shopping, 
celebrating….pretty much everything we used to do had to be revisited.   
 
I was so proud of how the South Gate congregation came together during the early days of the 
pandemic and has continued to support one another in the days since.  Many people in the 
congregation learned how to use technology, either for the first time or in new ways.  In March 2020, 
Zoom was suggested as a tool to help us come together for worship when we couldn’t meet in 
person.  Many of us had never heard of the technology before, let alone used it.  But we are resilient 
and willing to learn new things. Some people are now experts while many others are quite 
comfortable with the technology. Who would have thought?   
 
We have been continually renewing ourselves and changing course several times as the virus 
changed its course.  And we continue to evolve as God leads us down another “renewal” path of 
possible amalgamation with Trinity Church.  This is uncharted territory for many of us.  It is forcing us 
to change and grow, even if we don’t know if we are ready to do so. As we move forward in the 
coming weeks, I know that God is with us every step. He is hearing our prayers.  And we will continue 
to walk along with Him. 
 
“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day…while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen.  For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal”– 2 Corinthians 4:16,18 
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WebNews–from Pam Kovacek, Website Administrator   

 
Did you happen to read on Page six of the WINTER 2021 edition of The Presbyterian Connection 
newspaper, the timely article entitled, “Your Congregation Needs a Website”? (Click on this title to access 
article). Contained in this article are many reasons for having a church website, and the various ways it can 
and should be used to make it an effective tool for being a, “...foundation for ensuring people know about 
your congregation”.  I know first-hand that this works after my experience with viewing The South Gate’s 
website before deciding to attend a worship service in 2016!  

Not only does a website need an administrator, but it also benefits from timely and current input from the 
church community that it represents. Thank you to the South Gate community who have helped to make 
this happen, and to those who still have ideas to offer. Your input is always most welcome! And necessary! 

While The South Gate and Trinity Presbyterian Churches are in the process of considering amalgamation, 
new content is being added to our website to help both church communities become more familiar with 
each other. To help this happen, linked information to Trinity Presbyterian Church is included on the right-
hand side of our Welcome page, as well as on subsequent pages. You’ll not only find a link to the Trinity 
website, but also to their weekly activities and monthly calendars. A new page entitled, “In the Trinity 
Community” has also been included on our website, under the EVENTS/NEWS heading. Here, current 
information is updated regarding upcoming events which will help our church communities get to know 
each other. In order to make an informed decision about our future, we hope that everyone will take 
advantage of this information to get to know a church community that we may choose to be part of in the 
future. 

Don’t forget to also check out our informative Twitter site administered by Kathryn Shanley.  
NOTE: Even If you’re not signed up for Twitter, the “Tweets” can be accessed by clicking 
our website’s Twitter icon (left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesouthgatechurch.ca/
https://thesouthgatechurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Your-Congregation-Needs-a-Website.pdf
https://twitter.com/SGPresChurch
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Update from the Finance Committee-- 

Heather James, Brenda Podio, Ken Young 

It certainly has been nice to see some of our members and 
adherents in person over the last couple of weeks and great for 
some of us to be back worshiping in the sanctuary.  The Finance 
Committee and Session remain committed to keeping the 
congregation updated on our finances so are making every effort 
to prepare a financial update for each edition of The News from 
the Pews. 

The year so far has been challenging and our financial position reflects those difficulties.   

Here is a summary of our finances as of March 15, 2022: 

General Fund:   

YTD Income:            $11,460.00 

YTD Expenses:        $16,471.72 

Short Fall:                    $5,011.72 

    

Bank Balances:   

General Fund Bank Account: $30,751.94 

General Fund GIC:                  $38,016.07 

Special Reserve 
Fund:              

$4,376.26 

Total:                                        $73,144.27 

We hope that the congregation will consider this information prayerfully and if you have any 
questions, please contact your Elder or any member of the Finance Committee. 

Yours in Christ,  
Heather James, Brenda Podio and Ken Young 
 
 

 
  

 
 

This edition of News from the Pews has been formatted by Pam Kovacek and edited by 
Molly Shannon with initial input from the Communications Committee. 


